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MR. METZ: |IT'S A GREAT PLEASURE FOR ME
TO | NTRODUCE THE 61ST GOVERNOR OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF
KENTUCKY, STEVE BESHEAR. HE'S HERE BECAUSE HE 1S
CONCERNED ABOUT THE 874, 000 KENTUCKI ANS WHO HAVE A
DI SABI LI TY. HE'S NO STRANGER TO OUR M DST, SINCE HE
PARTI Cl PATED | N OUR GUBERNATORI AL FORUM LAST YEAR.

W LL YOU JOIN ME IN Gl VING A WARM
WELCOME TO OUR GOVERNOR, STEVE BESHEAR.

( APPLAUSE. )

GOVERNOR BESHEAR: THANK YOU. THANK YOU
VERY MUCH

THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR ALLOW NG ME TO
COME AND SPEND A FEW M NUTES W TH YOU THI'S MORNI NG.

A SOCI ETY SHOULD NOT BE JUDGED ON HOW I T
TAKES CARE OF THE RI CH AND POWERFUL. | NSTEAD, IT
SHOULD BE JUDGED ON HOW | T TAKES CARE OF THOSE THAT
ARE THE MOST VULNERABLE. WE' RE HERE TODAY TO MAKE
SURE THAT | N KENTUCKY WE TREAT OUR VULNERABLE CI TI ZENS
W TH RESPECT AND W TH DI GNI TY.

( APPLAUSE. )

GOVERNOR BESHEAR: BY THAT | MEAN NOT
JUST THAT WE SPEAK AND ACT IN A SENSI BLE MANNER, AND
N A SENSI TI VE MANNER, | ALSO MEAN THAT WE COMM T TO
DOl NG WHAT' S REQUI RED TO | MPROVE THE LI VES OF ALL OF

OUR PEOPLE. MORE THAN - -
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( APPLAUSE. )

GOVERNOR BESHEAR: MORE THAN 874, 000
PEOPLE IN THI' S STATE LIVE W TH SOME TYPE OF
DI SABI LI TY. THAT I'S AN ASTONI SHI NG NUMBER. | T'S MORE
THAN 20 PERCENT OF OUR POPULATI ON. THAT | NCLUDES
NEARLY 42,000 PEOPLE WHO ARE BETWEEN 5 AND 15 YEARS
OLD, NEARLY 600, 000 PEOPLE WHO ARE AGES 16 TO 64, OR
WHAT' S CONSI DERED TRADI TI ONAL WORKI NG AGE, AND MORE
THAN 235, 000 PEOPLE WHO ARE AGE 65 AND OVER. AND THAT
DOESN' T | NCLUDE PEOPLE WHO ARE | N NURSI NG HOMES OR
OTHER LONG TERM CARE FACILITIES. |T ALSO DOESN T
| NCLUDE PEOPLE WHO ARE I N JAIL, WHERE |IT'S ESTI MATED
THAT 40 TO 60 PERCENT OF THE POPULATI ON HAS A
DI SABI LI TY. AND I T | NCLUDES PEOPLE W TH A VARI ETY OF
CHALLENGES RANGI NG FROM NEEDI NG STRONG GLASSES TO
HAVI NG DOWN' S SYNDROWME.

THE GENERAL PUBLIC, AND EVEN POLI CY
MAKERS, OFTEN HAVE A DI FFI CULT TI ME UNDERSTANDI NG WHAT
| T REALLY MEANS TO BE DI SABLED. WE NEED TO MAKE SURE
THAT ALL OF US REALI ZE THAT | T CAN MEAN A VARI ETY OF
THI NGS. | NCLUDED | N THAT 874, 000 Fl GURE ARE PEOPLE
W TH SENSORY DI SABI LI TI ES, PEOPLE WHO HAVE SUFFERED
BRAI N | NJURI ES OR SPI NAL CORD | NJURI ES, PEOPLE
SUFFERI NG FROM MENTAL | LLNESS OR SUBSTANCE ABUSE,

PEOPLE W TH DEVELOPMENTAL DI SABI LI Tl ES.
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ONE THI NG UNI TES THEM ALL.
HI STORI CALLY, THEY HAVE FELT NEGLECTED AND LEFT OUT OF
THE GOVERNI NG PROCESS | N KENTUCKY.

( APPLAUSE. )

GOVERNOR BESHEAR: AND | WANT TO CHANGE
THAT.

( APPLAUSE AND CHEERS. )

GOVERNOR BESHEAR: AND W TH YOUR
COLLABORATI ON AND YOUR COOPERATI ON, WE CAN.

( APPLAUSE. )

GOVERNOR BESHEAR: THI'S COALITION IS A
Bl G STEP TOWARD ACCOMPLI SHI NG JUST THAT. YOU' VE
BECOVE A VERY POWERFUL ADVOCATE | N ASSURI NG THAT YOUR
CONSTI TUENCI ES' NEEDS FOR SUPPORTS AND SERVI CES ARE
BEI NG MET, AND | COMVEND YOUR UNI TED APPROACH.

( APPLAUSE. )

GOVERNOR BESHEAR: AS | T WAS MENTI ONED
HERE | N MY | NTRODUCTI ON, A YEAR AGO | ATTENDED THI S
EVENT AND FI LLED OUT A CANDI DATE QUESTI ONNAI RE. | N
THAT QUESTI ONNAI RE | EXPLAI NED SOVME OF MY LONG TERM
GOALS: TO ELI M NATE WAI TI NG LI STS FOR SERVI CES.

( APPLAUSE. )

GOVERNOR BESHEAR: TO MAKE SERVI CE
DELI VERY LESS FRAGMENTED

( APPLAUSE. )
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GOVERNOR BESHEAR: TO FORM PARTNERSHI PS
W TH COMMUNI TY PROVI DERS, TO HELP AGI NG PARENTS WHO
CARE FOR MENTALLY DI SABLED CHI LDREN

( APPLAUSE. )

GOVERNOR BESHEAR: TO | MPROVE ON THE
ONE- S| ZE- FI TS- ALL PROGRANS.

( APPLAUSE. )

GOVERNOR BESHEAR: TO ENHANCE ACCESS TO
| NFORMATI ON TECHNOLOGY AND EDUCATI ON MATERI ALS | N
ALTERNATI VE FORMATS, TO EXPAND SCREENI NG | N SCHOOLS
FOR MENTAL DI SORDERS.

( APPLAUSE. )

GOVERNOR BESHEAR: THOSE REMAI N MY
LONG- TERM GOALS, AMONG OTHERS.

FOLKS, WE HAVE | NHERI TED A TERRI BLE
BUDGET PROBLEM, AND WE ALL KNOW I T. WE DIDN T CREATE
IT, BUT IT'S My JOB TO ADDRESS I T, AND | W LL.

AND Gl VEN THAT CURRENT BUDGET CRI SIS,
|' M NOT SURE HOW FAST WE CAN MOVE | N SOME AREAS, BUT |
AM DETERM NED, | AN DETERM NED THAT WE' RE GOI NG TO
MOVE. WE ARE GOl NG TO MAKE PROGRESS. WE HAVE TO GET
OURSELVES ON A SOUND FI NANCI AL BASI'S, AND WE KNOW
THAT. WE CAN' T CONTI NUE TO OPERATE BY SPENDI NG MORE
THAN WE HAVE.

BUT I N MAKI NG THOSE DECI SI ONS, WE HAVE
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TO MAKE SURE THAT THE MOST VULNERABLE | N OUR SOCI ETY
HAVE A PRI ORI TY.

( APPLAUSE. )

GOVERNOR BESHEAR: ACROSS THE ENTI RE
BREADTH OF STATE GOVERNMENT, |'M BEI NG FORCED TO DELAY
A LOT OF PLANS AS WE COME TO GRIPS W TH THI S BUDGET,
BUT WE ARE WORKI NG FEVERI SHLY, AND | MUST TELL YOU
THAT THE SECRETARY OF THI'S CABI NET, JANIE M LLER, IS
WORKI NG W TH ME 24 HOURS A DAY TO TRY TO MAKE SURE
THAT WE CAN PUT TOGETHER A BUDGET THAT W LL ENSURE
THAT THE CURRENT SERVI CES PEOPLE ARE GETTI NG THEY W LL
CONTI NUE TO GET AND THAT WE CAN START EXPANDI NG WHERE
WE CAN AND WHEN WE CAN.

| REALI ZE - -

( APPLAUSE. )

GOVERNOR BESHEAR: | REALIZE, | FULLY
REALI ZE THAT YOU' RE NERVOUS, AND YOU SHOULD BE, ABOUT
ALL OF THI'S TALK AND ALL OF THI S BUDGET TALK. | KNOW
YOU' RE NERVOUS ABOUT THE SHORTFALLS | N MEDI CAI D
FUNDI NG, SI NCE MANY OF YOU RECEI VE MEDI CAI D SERVI CES.

' M NOT GOl NG TO STAND UP HERE AND MAKE
YOU A LOT OF PROM SES, BECAUSE, | N FACT, | THI NK YOU
HEARD A LOT OF PROM SES THE LAST TWO OR THREE YEARS.
WE HEARD THAT THERE WERE GOl NG TO BE REFORMS PUT I N

PLACE THAT WOULD BALANCE THE MEDI CAl D BUDGET, AND
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| NDEED, SOME STRUCTURAL REFORMS WERE WORKED AT, AND
WE' RE REVI EW NG THOSE REFORMS, AND MANY OF THEM LOOK
LI KE THEY SHOULD BE THERE AND THAT WE SHOULD HAVE
THOSE REFORMS.

THE PROBLEM IS, THOSE REFORMS WEREN' T
| MPLEMENTED, AND ALL OF THE SUPPOSED SAVI NGS THAT WE
WERE GOl NG TO SEE THAT WOULD BALANCE OUR MEDI CAI D
BUDGET DI D NOT COME ABOUT, AND THAT'S ONE OF THE
REASONS THAT WE ARE SI TTI NG HERE FACI NG THI S SI TUATI ON
Rl GHT NOW

AND WE ARE LOOKI NG AT THE STRUCTURES
THAT WE HAVE, AND WE ARE GOI NG TO MOVE FORWARD AND
| MPLEMENT THOSE STRUCTURES WHERE THEY ARE GOOD SO THAT
WE CAN START REALI ZI NG SOME OF THOSE SAVI NGS.

BUT BECAUSE WE ALL KNOW THAT ALTHOUGH WE
THOUGHT THE MEDI CAl D BUDGET WAS GOI NG TO BE BALANCED,
WE FOUND OUT WHEN | ARRI VED HERE THAT I'T WAS NOT AND
THAT WE ARE GOl NG TO HAVE TO WORK HARD TO MAKE SURE
THAT I T I S.

WHAT | CAN GUARANTEE YOU | S THAT
ADVOCATES FOR THE DI SABLED W LL HAVE I NPUT I N THI S
PROCESS. YOU HAVE BEEN HAVI NG | NPUT. WE'RE GOl NG TO
CONTI NUE TO MEET W TH YOU AS WE BRI NG TOGETHER THI S
BUDGET SO THAT WE CAN MAKE THE VERY BEST DECI SI ONS WE

CAN MAKE ON YOUR BEHALF, AND YOU NEED TO HAVE
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FI RSTHAND | NPUT - -

PARTI Cl PANTS:  YES.

GOVERNOR BESHEAR: -- | N WHERE WE DO
THI S.

( APPLAUSE AND CHEERS. )

GOVERNOR BESHEAR: | CAN ALSO GUARANTEE
YOU THAT AS WE MOVE FORWARD, YOU ARE GOl NG TO HAVE, AT
THE TABLE, FI RSTHAND | NPUT AS WE WORK ON | SSUES LI KE
CONSUMER- DI RECTED OPTI ONS.

( APPLAUSE AND CHEERS. )

GOVERNOR BESHEAR: LI KE PROGRAMS THAT
ALLOW THE MONEY TO FOLLOW THE PERSON.

( APPLAUSE. )

GOVERNOR BESHEAR: AND PROGRAMS - -
PROGRAMS THAT STRESS | NCLUSI ON | NSTEAD OF SEGREGATI ON.

( APPLAUSE. )

GOVERNOR BESHEAR: FI NALLY, | WANT TO
SHARE W TH YOU CERTAI N PRI NCI PLES THAT ARE GUI DI NG OUR
DECI SI ONS. WE BELI EVE KENTUCKI ANS W TH DI SABI LI TI ES
DESERVE TO HAVE THEI R VOI CES HEARD.

( APPLAUSE. )

GOVERNOR BESHEAR: YOU DESERVE THE SAME
OPPORTUNI TI ES TO BUI LD HAPPY AND PRODUCTI VE LI VES AT
SCHOOL, AT WORK, AT HOME, AND IN THE COMMUNI TY.

( APPLAUSE. )
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GOVERNOR BESHEAR: WE WANT TO EMPOVWER
| NDI VI DUALS W TH THE FREEDOM TO BE EDUCATED ON THE
SERVI CES AND SUPPORTS THAT ARE AVAI LABLE, AND VE WANT
THOSE SERVI CES AND SUPPORTS TO BE HI GH QUALI TY.

( APPLAUSE. )

GOVERNOR BESHEAR: WE' RE COMM TTED TO
ENSURI NG THAT OUR | NI TI ATI VES FOCUS ON | NDI VI DUALS
FREEDOM, | NDEPENDENCE, PRODUCTI VI TY, SELF- SUFFI ClI ENCY,
AND RESI LI ENCE AND RECOVERY, WHERE RECOVERY | S
POSSI BLE.

EVERY | NDI VI DUAL WHO HAS A DI SABILITY IS
ELDERLY, OR BOTH, AND HI'S OR HER FAM LY AND Cl RCLE OF
SUPPORT HAVE THE RI GHT TO KNOW ABOUT OUR SYSTEM OF
CARE AND DECI S| ONS THAT | MPACT THEM

FOLKS, THERE AREN' T ANY EASY SOLUTI ONS,
AND | KNOW | ' M NOT TELLING YOU ANYTHI NG YOU DON' T
ALREADY KNOW YOU VE DEALT W TH THI' S FOR YEARS.
THERE ARE CERTAI NLY FEW | NEXPENSI VE SOLUTI ONS, BUT
WORKI NG TOGETHER, FOLKS, WE' RE GOl NG TO GET THROUGH
THI'S BUDGET CRISIS. WE' RE GOl NG TO GET THROUGH THI S
BUDGET CRI SIS, AND WE' RE GOl NG TO COME OUT ON THE
OTHER SIDE OF THI S BETTER OFF BECAUSE OF I T. WE'RE
GOl NG TO GET OURSELVES ON A SOUND FI NANCI AL BASI'S, AND
BY WORKI NG TOGETHER AND BY HAVI NG YOU AT THE TABLE, WE

W LL PUT TOGETHER THE BEST POSSI BLE BUDGET WE CAN TO
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TAKE CARE AND CONTI NUE SERVI CES AS MUCH AS WE CAN, TO
EXPAND SERVI CES WHERE AND WHEN WE CAN SO THAT AS WE
MOVE DOWN THE ROAD, WE'RE GOl NG TO ALL HAVE A BETTER
DAY FOR FOLKS W TH DI SABI LI TIES I N THE COMMONWEALTH OF
KENTUCKY.

| WANT TO THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR
WORKI NG W TH ME, AND | LOOK FORWARD TO CONTI NUI NG TO
HAVE THI S KI ND OF COOPERATI ON THROUGH THE NEXT FOUR
YEARS.

THANK YOU SO MUCH.

( STANDI NG OVATI ON. )
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